Advocacy Positions and Recommendations:

1. Light Rail and support for CART’s Public Transit First position was presented by John Baker. “Support for comprehensive regional Light Rail infrastructure as defined by the 6 TARC T-2’s long-range corridors.  Support for CART’s “Public Transit First” position (see below).  Justification:  Transportation infrastructure investment is the most important factor in social and economic development.  Interstate investment is destructive to neighborhoods and promotes sprawl.  Light Rail promotes smart growth, neighborhood investment, and economic justice.

Public Transit First

A transportation policy for Kentuckiana candidates

Current regional transportation plans call for adding additional lanes to I-64, I-65, I-71, I-264, and I-265.  

Recognizing that continued interstate widenings results in even more induced traffic;

recognizing that continued interstate widenings negatively impact the quality of our neighborhoods and public health;

recognizing that continued interstate widenings encourage the suburban development of farmland and woodland;

recognizing that continued interstate widenings exacerbate the degradation of the urban center; 

recognizing that continued interstate widenings focus on moving vehicles rather than on moving people; 

recognizing that a regional public transit system, supported by bicycling and pedestrian facilities, can enhance regional transportation; and

recognizing that, in the past 20 years, the region has not invested in public transit as it should have;

I support investing in a regional, efficient, reliable, affordable public transit system before investing further in the widening of the region's interstates.
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Discussion included a reminder to consider true cost of Light Rail, the need to measure neighborhood impact, and concern about the elimination of the VET.  The committee voted to pass this issue on to the Board for presentation to the membership with a recommendation to approve.

Please refer to Advocacy Working Group web pages at http://louisvilleneighborhoods for other issues, issues guidelines and working group minutes.
