Advocacy Minutes September 9, 2002

Louisville Coalition of Neighborhoods

Advocacy Committee

September 9, 2002

Present:  John Baker & Emily Boone, Co-chairs; Michael Baugh, Bryan Bunch, David Silverman, Stephen Tipton, Jim Segrest, Aleve Douglas, Kirk Owens, John Greathouse, Jeanette Westbrook.

Ms. Douglas presented information on the Community Farm Alliance and Coalition for a People’s Agenda.  Ms. Douglas proposed that individual neighborhood groups participate in developing a formal agenda and seeks additional input from LCON.  For more information contact 778-8130 or www.kyall@bellsouth.net .

Advocacy Positions and Recommendations:

1. Light Rail and support for CART’s Public Transit First position was presented by John Baker. “Support for comprehensive regional Light Rail infrastructure as defined by the 6 TARC T-2’s long-range corridors.  Support for CART’s “Public Transit First” position (see below).  Justification:  Transportation infrastructure investment is the most important factor in social and economic development.  Interstate investment is destructive to neighborhoods and promotes sprawl.  Light Rail promotes smart growth, neighborhood investment, and economic justice.

Public Transit First

A transportation policy for Kentuckiana candidates

Current regional transportation plans call for adding additional lanes to I-64, I-65, I-71, I-264, and I-265.  

Recognizing that continued interstate widenings results in even more induced traffic;

recognizing that continued interstate widenings negatively impact the quality of our neighborhoods and public health;

recognizing that continued interstate widenings encourage the suburban development of farmland and woodland;

recognizing that continued interstate widenings exacerbate the degradation of the urban center; 

recognizing that continued interstate widenings focus on moving vehicles rather than on moving people; 

recognizing that a regional public transit system, supported by bicycling and pedestrian facilities, can enhance regional transportation; and

recognizing that, in the past 20 years, the region has not invested in public transit as it should have;

I support investing in a regional, efficient, reliable, affordable public transit system before investing further in the widening of the region's interstates.

Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation (CART)

222 South First Street, #200, Louisville KY 40202

589 2278

Discussion included a reminder to consider true cost of Light Rail, the need to measure neighborhood impact, and concern about the elimination of the VET.  The committee voted to pass this issue on to the Board for presentation to the membership with a recommendation to approve.

2. Neighborhood and District Sustainable Development Councils was proposed by David Silverman.  “That neighborhoods set up diverse and balanced district councils recognized b the Metro government to evaluate, propose, and allocate funding for neighborhood strategies that are based in grassroots approaches to environmental, equitable and economically sound development”.  Stephen Tipon suggested that a development moratorium be put into effect until said councils are established. The committee voted to pass this issue on to the Board for presentation to the membership with a recommendation to approve.

3. Energy Efficient Mortgages was presented by David Silverman.  “That LCON support energy efficient mortgages in the metro area as already developed by Fannie Mae in Wisconsin, New York, California, and other states.  These mortgages encourage builders and buyers to have more energy efficient home by taking account of the life cycle costs of energy.  Since lower utility bills from energy efficient construction translate into lower points on a mortgage, eligibility for some who otherwise could not afford a mortgage, and eligibility for a larger mortgage for those to apply renewable building techniques, and can help move the region as a whole toward sustainability”.  Emily Boone suggested this issue include Transportation Efficient Mortgages as well.  The committee voted to pass this issue on to the Board for presentation to the membership with a recommendation to approve.

4. Partner with Farmers and Gardeners to Encourage Neighborhood Sustainable Agriculture Initiatives City Wide was presented by David Silverman.  “LCON can provide an important catalyst for the creation of regional sustainable agriculture by:  encouraging neighborhood farmers markets, food co-ops and other local neighborhood food systems, reclamation of vacant lots for gardens and temporary solar green houses, partnering with the Olmstead Conservancy and others on sustainable landscaping, developing farmer partnerships to develop local and organic food strategies for each neighborhood and urban-farmer apprentice programs, homebuilder partnerships for solar greenhouse and other sustainable agriculture and design elements”.

5. To Establish Advocacy in LCON for State Legislation Affecting Neighborhoods was proposed by Bryan Bunch.  “This would include establishing partnerships with other urban neighborhood groups, for example Northern Kentucky and Lexington”.  The committee voted to pass this issue on to the Board for presentation to the membership with a recommendation to approve.

6. Health Care was brought up by Bryan Bunch.  “To involve neighborhood groups throughout the city and county to determine where there are serious healthcare issues.  For example, are there available clinics in all areas”?  Discussion ranged from concern about health care availability and services for mental health and drug addiction.  This issue was tabled for further discussion.

Other Actions:

1. Establish a sub-committee to study and recommend positions regarding land use policy.  Emily Boone and Jim Segrest expressed interest.  Contact Emily (585-3430) or www.emilyboone@aol.com if interested.

2. Jim Segrest brought up issue of historic preservation seeming to exclude certain neighborhoods.  He will develop a position statement.

3. Establish a sub-committee on farmland issues: for example, erosion into subdivided properties.  Emily Boone and Bryan Bunch expressed interest.

4. Steve Tipton proposed a countywide moratorium on development.  He will develop a specific proposal.  See Advocacy Position #2.

5. David Silverman brought up topic of list exchanges with other organizations and suggested LCON develop a policy for doing so.  David also noted the possibility of LCON sponsorship of a mayoral debate.

6. Emily Boone requested that educational forums to discussed at the next meeting.

7. John Baker presented an issues survey that could be used to obtain candidates views on the issues.  This will be posted on the web site for review and comment.

Next Meeting – Thursday, September 26th, 6:30 PM, Iroquois Library, 601 W. Woodlawn 

